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THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

Introduction

The passing of Meiji Ten o is a lading

reminder to the nation th Death reigns.

The name cho n for the new era, the Era of

Great Righteous s, is a summons to higher

things

During the p t year repre ntatives of the

Three Relig ns were iiwited to meet the Minis-

ter of Home Affai. Tlie purpose of the

meeting was to magnify rehgK) as e e tial in

the life of the individual ana the nation, and to

call upon all who profess religK) to remember

their duties ; and the inclusion of Christians m
the invitation was a recoup•on of Chri nify as

one of the religions of Japan.

In Chri nily many Japanese have found a

pearl of gre price
;
and the minds of many are

now turned to it as perchance the hope of the

nation in things etnical and spiritual.



The pr ent therefore enis a fitting time to

pre a brief statement of the Christian taith

for the greater part expr sed in the words of

the hr tia Scripture

Christianity and other Religions

Man. was made for God and is restless until

he finds him
; and in every nation there have

been men seeking after God if haply they might

find him. To that seeking there has been

response. From the Light that lighteth every

man have 0 e forth rays into the darkness

;

but the light was starlight shining through the

clouds. Jesus Christ is the Dayspring from on

High. He is the Rising Sun. He is the Light

of the World.

Revelation

The revelation of God is the unveiling of God ;

the cJisclosure of nis presence workings, mind,

character, personality.

God IS made known in the universe, in the

history of the world, in e heart of man. The

life of every man orckred of God. But to

c m me there have been given v ons of

God not s ve ’ God has spoken in the

Prophets.

Jesus Chrkt is God manifest in man. He is



the effulgence of the glory of God, the image

of him who dwells in ght unapproachable. He
th hath seen him hath seen God.

In the Christian Scripture Prophets and

Apo les and holy men of oid, moved by God,

have ken of the things of God and written

them for our in ructio and they who read the

Scriptures with diligence reverence and prayer,

fold God m them and hear a voice saying to them

what they shall believe concerning him and what

duties he require That ill small voice is the

word of God in the heart ; a anchor of the

soul sure and st:eadfkst.

God

he IS one God only : The Father of an in-

finite maj ty ;
the adorabfe, f:rue and only Son

;

the Holy :Dp, Lord and giver of life. Heaven

and earth are flill of the majesty* of his. glory.

God is a spirit, boundless in his persona ty,

knowledge, wisdom, power, righteousne, holi-

ness and love. To him all heads are open, all

desires known, and from rum no secrets are hid.

They that worship him mu worship m sp it and

truth.

When ye pray, say, Our Father who art in

heaven. So Christ taught his D cipl.
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God and the Universe

The univefs in all its beginnings and unfold-

ings ugh all e ages, is e work of God and

on him depends. Of him and through him and

imto h m are all things
; and in him all things

have their being.

God is ever pr ent and active in the universe

and in all ings there in the sun and the moon

and the stars, in the mountains and the ocean and

the winds, in the flowers of the field and the birds

of the air, in the spirit of man, and in the life and

the movements of a o s All the laws of the

u iverse a d all if:s forces are expre ions of his

will and a revelation of himsel God is present

in the universe but the u ive e does not contain

him or m him. He is a free spirit above it,

ru ug i it and over

God is a faithful Creator. He will always be

true to his character of righteousness and love.

Man may come to him with confidence in

prayer.

The heavens declare the plory of God and the

firmament show h forth his ha (Jiwork. But the

crown of the univer*se is man.

God and Man

God is a spin Man is body and sp and



spirit w h spirit may me. GocHs the infinite spirit

and can not by searching be found out to perfec-

tion ; but man too is a sp it and may know God

m part. He may enter to fellowship w h God,

He may share with God in Ws knowledge and

wisdom and the accomplishment of his purposes

;

he may make the will ot God the rule of his fe ;

in character he may grow in ke s to God; he

may rejo e in God forever. This is the chief

end of man. For this he was made ; and ttus is

his hue and higher glory,

God is a father and man is a child. In the

Christian Scriptures God is called the Father of

spirits. Th be describes the rehtio between

them. This truth, dimly perceived in other re-

lig s, more clearly taught by the ancient Hebrew

Prophe is taught by Christ with perfect clear-

ness and constant insistence To the anxious

multitudes who thronged to hear him, he said.

Your Father knoweth what things ye need ; to

his Disciples he said, After this manner pray ye.

Our Father. Tint was the name for God that

was always on the Ups of Christ. The God who

created all things and who orders all things in

righteousness is a loving father. But if man

calls od, Fa er, he mu render him the re-

verence and obedience which are his du The



Father in heave is a father of an infinite majesty

and holi e.
God is a father and man is a child ; but man

has not the true sp it of a child. He does not

keep God in his thoughts ; he disregards his will

;

he disobeys his laws. He does not do the good

he knows ; he knows good and chooses evi God

is righteous
;
man is unrighteous. God is holy;

man is unholy. God is love ;
man serves sel

This is true not of the individual alon but of

man as man. To this uth, the history of the

world, the experience of daily life, the conscience

of every man, all bear witne . Man is not in

fellowship with God
For ma to enter fellowship with Go between

God and man there must be reconcilbtion
; and

for i*econciU ion there must be atoneme for

sin. This the hoUne and love of God alike re-

quire ; and this atonement is the gift of God him-

sel God so loved the world that he gave his

only-begotten Son to be the prop io for the

sins of the worl that whosoever be eveth i him

should not p h but have eternal life. God in

Christ has himself borne the sin of the world.

This IS the heart of Christianity,

Jesus Christ

The Lord J us Chri , bom of the Virgin
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Mary, the Gorman, For us men and for our

salvation the Son of God became the Son of Man.

In him we behold the glory of the only-begotten

Son of the Father full of grace and truth.

He came to do e will of the Father, to I

his eternal purpose of righteousne and love
;

and he p sed through all the experiences of man

s 1 He tau lit men that God is their Father

;

and he called them to himself*, their Saviour and

Lord.

Though he was a Son, yet learned he obedience

through suffering ; and he was obedient even

unto the death of the cros Me suffered the

righteous for the unrighteous that he might bring

us to God ;
he is the prop iatio for the sins of

the world ; he gave him If a ransom for al

He rose from the dead and ascended into

heaven. For the suffering of death he crown-

ed with glory and honor
; when he had made

purification of sins he s down at the right hand

of the Maj ty 0 high. He changes not ; he is

the same yesterday and to-day and forever
; he

is ever the fViend and brother and Saviour of men.

He IS Lord and Judge of the iivmg and the

dead ;
and he shall come again in maj ty to

tablish his kingdom of righteous ess and love.

Of his kingdom there shall be no end.



In the night in \vh h he was b!*ayed he t:00

bread, and when he had given thanks he brake

and said, ihis my body which is broken for

you
; this do in remembrance of m In like

manner also the cup after supper, saying, This

cup is the new covenant in my blood ; this do

as oft as ye drink in remembrance of m
When he was about to be received up into

heaven, he commanded Ins Disc Go ye and

make disciples of all the atio bapuzing them

into the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy irit ;
teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I commanded you ; and lo, I

am with you alway even unto the end of the

world.

He is now gathering to himself every naKon

a Church of the living God, which in the ages to

come shall show forth the praises oi him who

hath called it out of darkne into his marvellous

light.

The Gospel

God was in Chri reconciling the world to

himself
;
and the Gospel is the call to forgivene

and new fe. The pathway which proclaims

is repentance and fa h in Christ.

Repentance is turning from sin unto God.

in Cnnst brings the believer into fellowship



w h him ; and fellowship with him brings peace

to the heart and awakens the spirit of filial

obedience to God, wnich is the sp it of hnst.

The spirit of obedience resis temptation, does

righteousness overcomes evil with good, walks

even as Christ walked.

The will to repent and be eve in Christ is a

gift of the Holy Spirit, freely given to all who

seek for it ;
and the Holy Spirit dwells in the

hearts of those who are u il:ed to Christ by faith.

The uit of his indwel ng is love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, laithfulness,

meekness, self- con ol.

They who are united to Christ walk in the

light ; and walking in the light reveals the

presence of remaining sin. But if we confess our

she, he IS fa hful and righteous to forgive us our

sins and to cleanse us from all imrighteousne

When Christ was about to leave his Disciples

he said. Let not your hearts be troubled
; I go

to prepare a place for you. To those who are

united to hn de n is the gateway to a closer

fellowship with mm. They shall be perfectly

changed, body and spii.it:, into the image of his

glory-

The Gospel ot od is a me aire of eternal fe

in hn .
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Chi^iistiam and Socie

Christianity in its ruling pdnciple love. God
love : the love of Christ passeth knowledge :

he tlmt loveth not knoweth not God : thou shalt

love thy neighbor as thyse Love is s vice

to o ers. The Son of Man came not to be

rmmstered urito but to minister. Ye know the

grace of our Lord sus Chri that though he

was rich yet for your sak he became poor,

that ye rough his poverty might be made rich.

Have this mind in you which was also in Chri

Jesus.

The s vice of Christian y is due not to the

individual alone but to all ; to society i all its

institutions and cJi sion The fkmily, the s

the neighborhood, the nation, the world, all have

their claims upon it

The range of this s vice is wide. Within

falls whatever makes for the betterment of man in

body or spirit. The well-being of the body, the

enlightenment of the mind, truth, righteousn

justice, equity, purity, peace, the blishment

of good laws, good zenship, good govern-

ment, obedience to Go(3, are all things of concern

to the religK) of Chrkt who went about doing

good ;
and Christianity is to be zealous in every

good work, with a peculiar responsibility reding

xo



upon it for the poor and the weak and the

oppr d and the suffering and the friendless

and those who have no helper.

In the prayer wh Chri taught his Di

dpi we pray, Thy Kingdom come; and

Chri ianity is in the world for the exhib io

and es blishment of the laws of that kingdom.

Let your light so shine before men that they

may see your good works and glorify your

Father who is in heaven. This is the command

of the Master

The World f:o Come

host shall come agahi i glory to establish

his kingdom forever. The fash n of tiw's

world passeth away ; but there shall be new

heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth

ri ousness. God will dwell with men. They

shall be Ws people and he will be their God ; his

laws shall be written on their hearte. They shall

praise him forever for the glorious maj ty of his

kingdom and the exceeding gre e of h love,

and shall serve him with a perfect s vie This

;s the V ion of all the samt:s of all the ages The

kingdom of iip-ht and Ufe and peace and joy and

love and right:eousne the eternal kingdom of

God. In the kingdom of their Father the



righteous shall shine as the sun. Death shall be

no more.

One generation go h and ano er cometh.

The dead are i numerable
;
and they shall all

s d before the judgment -seat of Christ. But

he is the Righteous Judge and Saviour of the

world
;
and he will judge m rigMeousn

Rules of Christian Living

In the hnstia Scriptures are given these and

many other uke rules of hn ia living.

Thou shalt love e Lord thy God with all thy

heart, with all thy soul, with all thy reng with

all thy mind ; and thy neighbor as thyself.

Honor all men ; love the brotherhood
; fear

God ; honor the king. Render unto Caesar the

things th are Caesar’s and unto God the things

that are od Husbands, love your wives

;

wive be in sutyec o to your husbands

;

children, obey your parents; fathers, provoke

not your child lest they be discouraged.

Servants, obey your masters
; masters, render

unto your servants th which and equa

knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

Render to all their dues ; tribute to whom
tribute is due ; custom to whom custom

; fear

to whom fear ; honor to whom honor.



As ye would that men should do unto you do

ye also imto them kewi. Be kind one

another, derheauted, forgiving each other.

Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so Ifil the

lawofChrist. Rejoice with them th rejoice;

weep with them th weep. It thine enemy

hunger, fee him ;
if he thirst:, give him drink.

Love your enemies, do good to them tint hate

you, bless them that curse you, pray for them

that des tefully use you. Render to no man

evil for evi Be ye merciful even as your Father

is mere uL

Abhor thait which k evil ; cleave to tlmt wWch

is good. Put away falsehood
;
speak ye truth

each one with his neighbor. Let no corrupt

speech proceed out of your mouth. Ld: him

that stole steal no more. Be not drunken w h

wine. Put to de h forn ation, uncleanness, pas-

sion, evil desires, covetousne . Let marr age be

had in honor amon^ all. Put away all vvicked-

a d all guile, a h;)ocn , and envies,

and all evil speaking Be ye free fVom the love

of money
;
content with such things as ye have.

Be not deceived ; God is not mocked
; whaitso-

ever a man soweth that shall he also reap.

Set your mind on the things that are above,

not on the things that are upon the earth. Follow



after righteousne, godline, faith, lov patience,

meekn s. I your h supply virtue ; and in

your *tue knowledge ; and in your knowledge

self-control ; and in your self-control p ience

;

a d in your patience goclliness ; and in your god-

liness brotherly ki dne a d hi your brotherly

kindne love. In nothing be anxious ; but in

every thing by prayer and supplication w htha ks-

giving let your qu ts be made known unto

God. Whatsoever things are tru whatsoever

things are honorable, whatsoever things are just,

whateoever things are pure, whatsoever things

are lovely, whatsoever things are of good k-

port ; if there be any virtue and if there be any

praise, think on these thing Seek fi t the

kingdom of God. Be ye perfe even as your

heavenly Father is perfect.

Give diligence to make your cal ng and elec-

on sure. For if ye do these things ye shall

never umble : for thus shall be richly supplied

unto you the entrance i o the eternal kingdom

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri.



APPENDIX

The Appendix is composed of references to

the Chr an Scriptures
;
and those who study

them in connection with the preceding s teme t

will acquire a comprehensive knowledge of the

cardinal uths of Christianity. The sections

and paragraphs correspond to those of the state-

ent,

Christianity and other ligions

Acts 17, 22-34. John I, 9. M t, 4, 16;
Luke I, 76-79 ;

John 8, 12.

Revelation

Psalm 19, 2 ;
Rom. i, 20; Gen. 12, 1-3;

Exod. 15, 1-18; Deut 5, 21 ; 2 Chron. 6;
Neh. 9; Luke i, 67-79 ; Rom. 2, 14-15 ; Gal.

4, 4 ; Rev. 15, 3-4. Luke I, 70 ; Rom* i, 1-7

;

I 25-27 ; I Cor. 2, 6-16
; Eph. 3, 1-13 ; Heb.

I, I ; I Pet. I, 10-12
; 2 Pet I, 2

John I, 18 ; 14, 9; Co I, 15 ; Heb. I, 3.

Luke 24, 27-32; Acts 17, 11-12
; Rom. 15,

4; I Th 13; 2 Tim. 3, 14-17 ; i Pet. i,

22-25; I John S, 13 : Jude 3 ;
20-21.



God

Excd. 20, 3 ; Deut• 4-9; Mark i 28 o;
1 Cor. 8, 5-6; I Tim. i, 17. Ma 2 ig;

Luke lo, 2 24; John I, 1-18
; 14, 26; 15, 26;

Acts 2 33 ; 20, 28: Rom. 5, 3-5 ; 8, 26 7;
15, 13; 2 Cor. 13, 14; Ga 5, 22-23 ; Eph.

3, 14-19; 4 30; Col. I, 13-20; Tit. 3, 4-7;

Heb. I, 1-4; I Pet. I, 1-2
; Jude 202

John 4, 2 Matt. 28, 19. Rom. ii, 33 6,

Gen. I, I ; om. I, 20; Heb. i, 10-12
; ev.

19,6. aiali 6, 1-5 ; i John i, 5 ; Rev. 15,

3-4. Exod. 34, 6-8; Psalm 23; 103 ; John
i6; om • 37-39; 2 Cor. i, 3-4; i John
7- 1 Psalm 139. 1-12

; Rom. 2, 16; i Cor.

4, 5 : Heb. 4, 13. John 4, 23-24.

M t• 9-13 ;
Luke ii, 1-4.

God and the Universe

Gen. I, I I ; Joh I, 1-4; Heb. i, 10-12;

2 Pet. 13.

Job 38, 39 :
Psalm 148 ; Matt. 6, 26-34;

John 3, 8 ; Phi 2, Acts 17, 24-2 Ac
7, 49-5 ;

Rom. i, 20 ii, 33^6.
I Pet. 4, 19. Rev. 15, 3 . M t:. 6, 9-13;

Luke 18, 1-14 Eph. 3, 14-19 ; Phil. 4, '
I Tim. I, 4.

Psalm 19, 1-2
;
Gen. I, 27-31 ;

Psalm 8 : Heb.

5

God and Man

John 4, 24. Job II, 7 T Tint i5-i6;

Rom. I, 20. John 4, 2 Luke 10, ‘ i

Pet. I, 14-16.
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Heb. 12, 9-10. Acts I 2 Psalm 103,

. Matt. I
; 9, 26; ark 1 1, 25

;

Luke
I 32 ; John 20, 17. I Pet. 1, 17.

Mark 7, 21-23; John 3, 19; liom. i, 18-19;

3, 23; Gal. 5, 19-21
;
James 4, i-io i John

1, 8.

John 3, 16; Rom. 3, 2 26; 5, 8-ii ; 2

Cor. 5, 18-21 ; Col. I, 19-23 ; Heb. 9, 28; i

Pet. 2, 24 ; 3, 18 ; I John lo.

Jesus Christ

Matt. I, 18-25 ; Luke i, 5 , 4o. John i,

1-18; 2 Coj*. 8, 9; Gal. 4, 3-5 ; Phil. 2, 5 i

;

Col. I, 13-20; Heb. I, 1-4.

Mark 14, 36; Luke 24, 25-27 John 4, 34;
38 ; Heb. 10, 5 . John 29 ; 46 ; Acts

14-15; Heb. 4, 15; i Pet. 2, 2 ’ i John

3, 5. Matt. 6, I ; 9, 26 ; Mark ii, 25 ; Luke
12, 32; John 20, 17. Matt, ii, 27-30

;
John

3 •

H . 5, 9 ;
Phil. 8. Mark lo, 45 •:

Rom. 5, 8-1 1 ; Eph. I, 7 ; Co i, 14 ; i Tim.

6; Tit. 2, 14; I Pet. 2, 24; 3, 18; I John
2, 2 ; 4, 10.

Matt. 2 i-io ;
Mark i 8 ; Luke 2

1-53
;

John 20, I 9 ; Acts i, i-ii: 10,

34-43; I Cor. 15, i-ii ; Heb. i 20-2i ; i

Pet. I, 3 ev. I, 1 PhU. 2, 9-1

1

- Heb.
I, 3 ; 9 ; 10, I 13 ; I Pet• 22. H.
I4-i6;i

Matt. 16, 27 ; John 5,22-29 ; Acts 17, 3031 ;

Rom. 14, 9; 2 Tim. 4, i . M t i 27;

25, 31-46 ; Mark 14, 60-65 Acts - ii : i

Cor. 2028; Phil. 3, 20-21; Col. 4; i

:7



Thes 4 , 13 8; 2 Tim. 4 8 ; Tit. 2, 11-14
Heb. 9, 27.28; Jam 5, 7 i Pet‘ 5,2 a :

2 Pet. I, 16-21 ; I John 2, 28 ; 3, 2 ; Rev. I 7.

M t. 2 17 o: Mark 14, 12-26
; Luke

2 7
- Job I-I7, 26.

M t. 2 -20,

Eph. I, 15-23 ; Col. I, 18 ; I !, 3, 14 5 ;

I Pet. 2, 9-10.

The Gospel

Mark i, 15 ; Luke 2 45-47 ; Acts 10, 43 ;

16, 31 ; Rom. I, 16.

Acts 2 i8. I Cor. 1,9; Eph. 3,17 ; i

John I, 3 Rom. 5, I
; 2 John 3. John 15, 5 ;

Gal 2, 20. John 4, 34 ; i John 2, 6; 5, 5.

John 3, 7 I Cor. 2, 4-5 ; i 3: Eph.

2, 8 ; 2 Thess. 2, 13-1 • 3, . Luke
II, 13. I Con 3, 16; 2 Cor. 13, 14:
Eph. 4, 30 ; 2 Tim. I, 14. Gal. 5, 22.

I Cor. 9, 24-27 ; Eph . 1020 ; PW
i2-i 6; Heb. 12, 1-2

;
James 3, i-i2; i Pet.

I, 13-21 ; I John I, 5-10.

John I 1-2: Rom. 8, 29 0 ;
2 Cor. 5, i :

PM. I, 2 24; 3, 20 2 1; Col. 3, 4; 2 Tim

7 ; I John 3, 2.
•

John 17, 3 ; Rom. 6, 23 ; i Tim. I2;

James i, 12 : i John 2, 25; 5, 13; Jude
20-21 ; Rev. 22, 17.

Christianity and Society

Mark i 31; Eph. 3, 19; i John 4,

Mark lo, 45 ; 2 Cor• 9 ;
Phil. 2 , 5.

See under ul of Cnn ian Living.

Matt. 5, 16. —



The World to Come

Matt.

1

. Mark 1 6 Acts i,

lO-ii ; I Cor. I 20-28 : PW 3 , 20-2i ; Co

4; I Th Tit. 2, I 14; 2 Pet. I,

1 21 ; I John 2, 28; Rev. 1 , ' i Con 7,

29-31 ; I John 2, 17; 2 Pet. 3, I Heb.

8, 8-12. M t. I 43; Co 3, 4 ;
2 Tim.

I, 6.8
; I Pet. 5, 2-4; I John 3, 2. Heb.

II, I 16; I Pet. 1,3-5. I Cor. 15, 26; 2

Tim. I, 8-1 1 ; Rev. 21, 1-22, 7.

M t. I 27; 25, 31-46; John 5, 7-8; Acts

17, 30-31 ; Rom. 14, 9 ; 2 Tim. 4, 1-2;

Heb. 9, 27-28.

Rules of Christian Living

Matt. 2 35
- Mark i 2 34 ; Luke

10, 25-28.

1 Pet. 2,
‘ Matt. 2 21 ; Eph. 5, 22; 5,

25 ; Co 3, 20-22 ; Col. 4, I ; Rom. 13, 7.

Luke 6, 31; Eph. 4, 32; Gal, 2; Rom.
12, 15; Rom. 12, 20; Luke 2 Rom. i

17 ; Luke 6, 36.

Rom. I 9; Eph, 4, 25 ; 2 29; Eph. 5,

18 ;
Col. 5 ; Heb. 4; I Pet. I ; Heb.

5 ; Ga 7.

Col. 3, 2; I Tim . II; 2 Pet. i, 5-7

;

PhH . PliU. 8 ; Matt. 33 ;
Ma 5 ,

2 Pet. I, lo-ii.
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